VIA FACSIMILE 

The Honorable *First and Last Name* 
United States Senate 


or 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510



Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator/Representative *Last Name*, 
  
On behalf of the American Dental Hygienists' Association (ADHA), thank you for your leadership in securing report language relating to oral health in the fiscal year 2006 Health and Human Services funding bill recently signed into law by the President. As you know, this language, which is set forth below, encourages the Health Resources and Services Administration to explore the development of an advanced dental hygiene practitioner.   

The Senate Appropriations Committee is aware that dental disease disproportionately affects our Nation's most vulnerable populations, including many in rural America.  New ways of bringing oral health care to rural and underserved populations is needed. The Committee encourages HRSA to explore alternative methods of delivering preventive and restorative oral health services in rural America.  Specifically, the committee encourages HRSA to explore development of an advanced dental hygiene practitioner who would be a graduate of an accredited dental hygiene program and complete an advanced educational curriculum, which prepares the dental hygienist to provide diagnostic, preventive, restorative and therapeutic services directly to the public in rural and underserved areas. 

The Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner will improve access to oral health care in the same ways the nurse practitioner has provided an additional entry point into medical care.  As a licensed master's level provider, the ADHP, like the nurse practitioner, will not only provide clinical services to underserved populations, but also invaluable case management and oral health counseling to help people lead healthier lives.  Dental hygienists are educated to recognize abnormalities that are discovered during health screenings and refer those patients to dentists and physicians for treatment of conditions such as high blood pressure, diabetes, and oral cancers.

At this time, the ADHA respectfully asks that you consider writing to HRSA Administrator Betty Duke urging that she find some seed money for planning relating to the exploration of an Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner.

Your continued leadership in working to address the access to care crises in oral health care would greatly be appreciated.

Thank you again for your continued leadership in Washington, DC. 

Sincerely, 

*Name*
*Address*
*Phone*
